
Unit One:Square Within A Square, Coloring "A"

Mystery Quilt 2017, Part 1

Start by cutting  triangles bigger than they need to be. For instance, if a pattern says your 
triangle should be cut from a 2 3/8" square, add about 1/2" to that measurement. This makes 
each triangle about 1/4" bigger than is called for. You can even round it up a bit if you want to 
because you are going to trim the block down later, and lose just a smidge in the squaring 
process. Unit 1-A has an indigo center square, 3 light corners, and one gold/cheddar corner.

Cutting Directions:
From indigo blue cut: 120 2-5/8" squares.  These can all be random scrappy, or you can do 
them in sets of 4 as in the above picture.

From the cheddar/gold, cut: 120 half-square triangles from 2.5" strips, using the easy angle 
ruler.
*Note:  if you are not using the easy angle ruler, cut 60 2 7/8" squares, slicing them on the
diagonal to yield 120 half square triangles.



From the light prints and shirtings cut: 360 half-square triangles from 2.5" strips, using the 
easy angle ruler.
*Note: If you are not using the easy angle ruler, cut 180 2 7/8" squares, slicing them on the
digaonal to yield 360 half square triangles.

Sewing Directions:
The first thing to do is take the center square, and crease it in half with your fingers.  I use this 
crease to align the point of the triangle at the center of the square. Having your triangle points in 
the right place is important with this unit.  Sew triangles to one side of the square, but do not 
press yet. You'll press out your crease, and you need that for placing the triangle on the opposite 
side. Sew the second triangles on the opposite side using the crease to center the point.

Look at the second picture above. Can you see how I have trimmed off the large dog ears to be 
even with the sides of the center square? After the second triangle is sewn opposite the first, press 
the units open and trim the dog ears even with the sides of the squares. Press seams towards the 
triangles you just added.
Adding the 3rd triangle: Because I use the easy angle to cut my triangles, I've got a notched edge 
that just fits the pressed out triangles!  This makes positioning triangle 3 and triangle 4 extra easy.
It is also REALLY important to keep your seam allowance at a proper 1/4" so that your center 
square finishes to the right size. If your seam is too big, your square will shrink.  If it is too small, 
your center square will be too big and you will lose points in the trimming process. Try doing all of 
the above assembly-line style by chain piecing. 



Trimming Directions:

The Easy Square Jr. works great because it has that dashed seam allowance all the way 
around the outside edge of the square and doesn't have colors. It's clear so you can read the 
numbers easy. It's marked clearly with 1/2 " lines...and has 1/4" hash marks.

Lay the ruler so the two 1" numbers are at your upper right as shown.  We are squaring 
these to 3.5", so divide that in half......1 3/4". That's the marking we are looking for.  Place 
the seam lines right against the top and right side corners of the center square.  The 1 3/4" 
mark at the top should be right where that top point is as well.    This is important.....follow 
that 1 3/4" hash mark all the way through the milddle of the on point center square, making 
sure it is also in line at the bottom corner.....See the hash mark in the middle picture? It is 
just to the left of the 3.5" marking at the bottom of the block.

With your rotary cutter trim up the right side, and across the top of the unit.
Rotate the unit so the gold triangle is now at the bottom left. Align the 3.5" markings along 
the left side and bottom of the unit. The seam allowance markings on the ruler should just 
touch the tips of the center square as shown.

Trim up the right side and across the remaining top of the unit.  Repeat for all 120 units and 
you will be ready for next month.




